
The health, safety, and welfare of our students and staff remain our top priorities. Therefore, the 

following generally outlines Blue Ridge Unified School District’s plans to resume instruction for 

the 2020-21 School Year: 

 

Firstly, on August 10, 2020, Blue Ridge Schools began the 2020-21 Academic Year online-only 

as part of its Phase I plans. Students will remain online-only until at least October 1, 2020.  

 

When permitted, students receiving Special Education services, English Language Learners, and 

those placed in foster care settings will be supported on-campus Monday-Friday within 

designated areas as directed by each school’s administration.  

 

Unfortunately, the District does not have the staffing capacity to provide daycare. Still, we are 

working to identify locations where a limited number of students can be supervised during 

school hours, Monday-Friday.   

 

Importantly, the District’s supports for our “at-risk” student populations meet or exceed 

requirements set forth by the Arizona Department of Education (ADE) and the Governor’s 

Executive Order 2020-51. 

 

In Phase I, transportation is available only for students requiring any of the three special supports 

outlined above.  

 

The Free and Reduced lunch program continues, providing breakfast and lunch onsite for 

students receiving in-person services and also delivered to numerous stops throughout our 

community—two meals (are packaged and delivered Monday-Friday at once) until further 

notice.   

 

In Phase I, all facilities remain closed for public use.  

 

Please note, in all Phases, (excluding a statewide mandated shutdown) if invited, individuals and 

small groups of students (less than 10) may participate in onsite counseling sessions. The District 

will contact and instructs parents/guardians of students qualifying for such onsite services with 

directions on how to proceed.  

 

During Phase I and II, only students and individuals participating in an approved extracurricular 

activity or school program are permitted on District facilities.    

 

All Blue Ridge students are required to sign a COVID waiver before attending on-campus 

learning or participating in exceptional supports, or extracurricular activities, or services 

provided by the District.  

 

Anyone providing contracted services for the District must sign a waiver releasing the District 

of all liability associated with the acquisition or transmission of the COVID-19 disease.  

 

Student and contractor waivers are available at all campus locations or the district office. An 

electronic version is also available.  



Nonetheless, despite its best efforts, the District cannot guarantee its students, employees, 

contractors, or volunteers will not contract the COVID-19 virus while attending or by 

participating in a sanctioned school activity or service.    

 

Moreover, when in-person learning resumes in any Phase, all at least six years of age, must wear 

a mask, practice hand-washing, and participate in physical distancing measures planned to 

reduce the spread of the COVID. * Only those demonstrating documented medical restrictions 

age six or older may be exempt from mask-wearing.  

 

The District will remain in the First Phase of its operating plans for the first quarter of the 2020-

21 School Year, and continue to monitor conditions regarding the presence and spread of the 

COVID-19 virus to determine when Phase II can be safely initiated.   

 

Additionally, in accord with the Arizona Interscholastic Association (AIA), high school 

extracurricular activities will resume when permitted. Participation for student-athletes and 

coaches is voluntary. Coaches, however, will be compensated for their services.  

 

Next, determinations regarding Phase II, calling for a hybrid schedule where students attend 

school in-person, twice weekly, while completing online work on the opposite days requires 

careful evaluation of the presence of COVID locally and statewide.  

 

Steps to evaluate the implementation of Phases II and III include researching data provided by 

the Arizona Department of Health Services (ADHS) concerning its metrics regarding the 

presence of COVID. This information, coupled with facts supplied by Navajo County’s Health 

Services, epidemiologists, and other health care professionals, are all part of making Phase 

determinations.  

 

Face-to-face instruction will not resume until it is determined safe to do so.  

 

Finally, when implemented, Phase III allows for a complete return to in-person instruction and 

all school activities. The continuation of students and employees practicing diligent hygiene and 

the wearing of masks as outlined above are also elements of Phase III implementation.  

 

The District will continue to provide periodic updates to help keep all stakeholders informed. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

 

Respectfully, 

 

 

Dr. Mike Wright  

Superintendent  




